"The most general attack seems to consist in a spasmodic affection of the stomach, duodenum, and more especially the biliary ducts (the total absence of bile in the matter voided upwards or downwards being perhaps the most uniform characteristic of the disease,) which quickly extending through the whole intestinal canal, discharges its contents ; for it has often been observed that the purging more resembles the forcible squirting from a syringe, than the operation of a common cathartic. It is more than probable, however, that these are merely the first perceptible symptoms, for it would appear that a great change has already taken place in the circulating system, and that the action of the' heart itself has been greatly diminished before they occur. This seems evident from the numerous cases in which neither vomiting nor purging are present, and in which the first appearance of disease is the almost total suspension of the vital functions, immediately followed by severe In the general hospital here, there were three sepoys, who resided continually from the first appearance of the epidemic, inhaling at every inspiration by day and night, mouthfuls of infection. If the atmosphere was really loaded with contagious effluvia, arising from the bodies of the numerous inhabitants of the hospital, the escape of these men (which has been complete) would be miraculous indeed, living as they were in the very midst of these effluvia, and so near their source. Allowing that the constant habit of doing so procured them an exemption from the influence of this contagion, the same thing cannot be said of the friends and relations who were attending upon the patients, nor of six dooly bearers, changed daily, and who used to assist the sick into and out the bath, and in every other way; thereby exposed to be infected with the disease, whether it is conveyed through the medium of the atmosphere, or 
